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Paul  Augustus  St.  Vrain 


THE 

De  LASSUS  ST.  VRAIN 
FAMILY 


“This  family  lias  a  peculiar  interest  for  Missourians 
owing  to  the  fact  that  one  of  its  members  was  the  last 
Spanish  Governor  of  Upper  Louisiana  and  surrendered 
the  possession  of  the  country  to  t lie  United  States  in  1804, 
and  for  the  further  reason  that  this  family  alone  of  the 
families  of  the  Spanish  Governors  remained  in  the 
country  and  furnished  many  valuable  citizens  to  I  lie 


The  above  paragraph  was  written  by  Judge  Walter 
B.  Douglass  of  St.  Louis  in  the  early  years  of  this,  the 
twentieth  century.  It  is  to  Judge  Douglass  we  are  in¬ 
debted  for  a  great  deal  of  the  family  record  which  fol¬ 
lows  —  at  least  that  part  which  proceeds  the  arrival  in 
this  country  of  the  first  member  of  the  family  back  in 
1790.  Just  why  this  eminent  gentleman  interested  him¬ 
self,  and  gave  the  matter  so  much  time,  we  are  unable 
to  say.  lie  was  an  enthusiastic  and  able  member  of  the 
Missouri  Historical  Society  for  many  years,  of  course, 
which  may  explain  liis  interest. 

The  task  of  assembling  the  data  contained  in  this 
record  was  undertaken  by  me  after  a  visit  to  the  Mis¬ 
souri  Historical  Society  in  St.  Louis  in  the  fall  of  1949.  I 
was  then  past  seventy-one  years  of  age,  and  as  I  have 
never  made  claim  to  the  possession  of  any  literary  talents, 
I  hope  you,  the  present  living  members  of  the  family  and 
those  who  follow,  will  bo  charitable  in  your  judgments 
in  case  of  errors  or  omissions. 


Personally  I  have  possessed  from  my  earliest  recollec¬ 
tions,  a  desire  to  know  more  about  mv  origin  than  any  of 
the  members  of  my  immediate  family  could  supply.  The 
only  records  left  by  my  father  were  dates  of  birth  and 
death  of  his  own  children — nothing  regarding  his  fore¬ 
fathers- — and  as  we  lived  at  some  distance  from  any  of 
our  other  relatives,  none  of  us  had  first  hand  knowledge 


. 
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regarding  our  grand  parents,  or  even  an  acquaintance 
with  any  of  father’s  brothers  or  sister.  Some  of  my  older 
brothers  and  sisters  could  recall  one  or  two  visits  from 
one  or  more  of  our  uncles,  but  that  is  all. 


It  appears  that  our  French  forebears  had  a  way  of 
making  their  own  personal  selection  of  a  name.  Just 
why  grand  father  should  have  taken  the  name  St.  Vrain 
and  his  older  brother  Do  Lassus,  is  a  little  difficult  to 
fathom,  but  may,  perhaps,  be  perfectly  clear  to  one  con¬ 
versant  with  French  custom  in  this  regard.  The  facts 
seem  to  be  conclusive  that  the  family  was  of  considerable 
prominence  in  France  prior  to  the  French  Revolution. 
Right  up  to  the  time  of  his  hasty  departure  in  1790,  great 
grand  father  Pierre  Charles  de  Ilault  de  Lassus  de 
Luziere  appears  to  have  held  a  high  place  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Louis  XVI.  After  coming  to  America  he  was 
honored  by  the  Spanish  government.  II is  two  sons, 
Charles  Auguste  and  Jacques  Marcellin  Coran  (grand¬ 
father)  who  left  France  at  tin;  same  time  their  father  did, 
went  to  Spain  and  gained  prominent  places  in  the  armed 
forces  of  that  country.  These  two  sons  came  on  to 
America  late  in  the  year  1794.  Later  Charles  Auguste 
was  made  Lieutenant  Covernor  of  Upper  Louisiana  Ter¬ 
ritory,  and  officiated  at  the  transfer  of  that  domain  to 
France  and  also  from  France  to  the  United  States  in  1804. 


(Jrandfathcr  Jacques  Marcellin  Coran  de  Ilault  de 
Lassus  de  St.  Vrain,  though  not  as  famous  as  li is  older 
brother  Charles  Auguste,  had  been  an  office]*  in  the 
French  navy  as  a  very  young  man  (Tie  was  only  twenty 
when  he  left  France.)  and  also  in  Spain,  where  he  spent 
four  years.  After  coming  to  this  country  he  was  given 
command  of  whatever  navy  vessels  the  Spanish  had  in 
the  Mississippi  river. 


Of  the  sons  of  Jacques  Marcellin  Ceran  (there  were 
six)  probably  the  most  noted  was  Colonel  Ceran  St.  Vrain. 
Born  at  the  family  estate  at  Spanish  Lake,  St.  Louis 
County,  Missouri,  he  went  West  in  early  manhood  and 
joined  William  and  Charles  Bent  (who  were  also  from  St. 


. 


. 


Louis)  with  whom  lie  was  associated  for  many  years  in 
t lie  iinn  of  Bent,  St.  Vrain  &  Co.,  in  the  Indian  trade  in 
Colorado  and  New  Mexico.  The  history  of  these  two 
states  places  Col.  Coran  St.  Vrain  among  the  illustrious 
pioneers  in  the  development  of  that  territory,  along  with 
Kit  Carson  and  the  two  Bent  brothers.  lie  built  Fort  St. 
Vrain,  near  the  present  town  of  Platteville,  Colorado,  and 
persuaded  his  younger  brother  Marcellin  (my  father)  to 
join  him,  putting  the  young  man,  who  was  in  his  early 
twenties,  in  charge  of  this  post,  while  he,  himself,  moved 
on  to  Taos  and  Mora,  New  Mexico.  The  writer  visited 
the  site  of  old  Fort  St.  Vrain  in  1941  and  experienced  a 
profound  thrill  standing  upon  the  historic  spot.  Al¬ 
though  none  of  the  walls  are  standing,  the  outline  is  clear¬ 
ly  marked,  and  in  the  center  a  monument  has  been  erec- 
ed,  bearing  the  followin  inscription: 

FORT  ST.  VRAIN. 

Built  about  18.47  by 
Col.  Ceran  St.  Vrain. 

(Jeneral  Fremont  reorganised 
his  historic 

exploring  expedition  here 
July  23rd.  1840. 

This  Fort  was  also  used  by 
Francis  Park  ham  and 
IK  i  t  Carson. 

(Erected  by  Centennial 
State  Chapter  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution  1911.) 

It  was  while  stationed  at  this  Fort  that  my  father 
met  and  married  a  beautiful  Indian  maiden,  a  sister  of 
the  chief  of  the  nearby  tribe  of  Sioux  Indians. 

Colonel  Ceran  St.  Vrain  spent  the  remaining  years  of 
his  life  in  New  Mexico,  and  was  a  useful  and  influential 
citizen  of  that  territory,  though  never,  as  far  as  1  have 
been  able  to  determine,  held  any  public  office  other  than 
that  of  an  army  officer. 


Savinien  St.  Vrain,  younger  brotlier  of  Ceran,  moved 
to  Illinois  and  held  office  for  many  years,  living  at  Chest¬ 
er.  Still  another  brother,  Felix  Antoine,  settled  at  Ste. 
Genevieve,  Missouri  and  was  a  prominent  and  useful 
citizen  in  that  section  of  the  state. 


The  next  family  member  to  reach  prominence  in 
public  life  was  W  illiam  Hubert  Sopris,  son  of  my  half  sis¬ 
ter  Mary  Louise  St.  Vrain  Sopris,  who  served  one  term  in 
the  Colorado  State  Legislature  from  Las  Animas  County 
(Trinidad)  in  1896.  In  1898  he  was  sent  by  the  Federal 
Government  to  Cuba  and  later  to  Puerto  Rico  as  a  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  Postal  and  Justice  departments  to  aid 
in  establishing  these  departments  in  those  territories 
which  had  just  been  taken  over  from  Spain  after  the  close 
of  the  Spanish-American  War.  lie  served  there  until 
1933  when  he  retired  and  returned  to  Washington,  D.  C. 


At  the  present  time  (1943)  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
of  New  Mexico,  James  Brooks  Jones,  is  the  husband  of 
Maude  St.  Vrain,  granddaughter  of  Marcellin  St.  Vrain. 


There  may  have  been  other  members  of  the  family 
to  have  been  in  public  life,  but  these  are  all  1  know  of. 
However  [  like  to  think  that,  taken  by  and  large,  we  are 
law  abiding,  good  average  citizens  of  the  best  country 
on  earth.  Paul  Augustus  St.  Vrain. 

Kirksville,  Missouri. 

March  16,  1943. 

(My  7f)th  birthday.) 
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GENEALOGY  OF  THE  FAMILY 

OF 

DE  LASSUS  ST.VRAIN 


Arms:  D’azur,  a  1111  roictelet  d ’or  volant  vers  un 
soliel  de  memo,  movant  do  1 ’angle  dextra 
de  l’ecu;  coupe  d’argent,  a  un  aigle  de  sable 
essorante. 

Motto:  Nul  bien  sans  peine. 

(Tarnslated) 

Anns:  Blue,  with  a  golden  wren  flying  toward  a 
sun  of  the  same  color,  moving  from  the 
right  angle  of  the  shield;  cut  with  silver 
with  a  sable  eagle  hovering  above. 

Motto:  Nothing  worth  while  without  effort. 
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DE  LASSUS  -  SAINT  VRAIN 


This  family,  at  the  time  of  our  earliest  knowledge 
concerning  it,  was  seated  in  the  Diocese  of  Treves  in  the 
Province  of  Lorraine. 

It  then  bore  the  name  de  Sancy. 

1.  Demange  de  Sancy  was  born  in  the  early  half  of  the 
thirteenth  century,  married  (according  to  Ilemie- 
quin)  Isabelle  de  Routtc. 

Child  (the  only  one  recorded) 

( 2 )  J  can 

2.  Jean  de  Sancy  dit  de  Hault,  Chatalain  de  Longuy, 
married  Marguerite  de  Sterpigny. 

Child  (the  only  one  recorded) 

(3)  Jean 

3.  Jean  de  Hault,  Seigneur  de  Valleroy,  Moincville  and 

Bonvilliers,  married  in  1417,  Mariette  de  Landes  de 

Brisy. 

•/ 

Child  (the  only  one  recorded): 

(4)  Paul. 

4.  Paul  de  Hault,  Seigneur  de  Valleroy.  The  name  of 
his  wife  has  not  been  preserved. 

Child  (the  only  one  recorded): 

(5)  Jean. 

5.  Jean  de  Ilault,  Deputy  to  the  Estates  of  Blois  in  laid. 
The  name  of  his  wife  is  not  known. 

Children: 

(i)  Erard  de  Hault  Seigneur  de  Mala- 
villiers  in  Quercy;  married,  in 
1014,  Marguerite  de  Betainvil- 
liers.  His  descendants  are  num¬ 
erous  in  France. 

(6)  (ii)  Gerard. 

f).  Gerard  de  Hault,  Seigneur  de  Quichanmont  and  Lig- 
nol.  Born  at  Sommervoire  near  Montiercndier.  Aud¬ 
itor  of  Accounts  to  the  Queen  of  Scots  (Mary 
Stuart).  Administrator  of  the  Abbeys  of  Montieren- 
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dier  St.  Lye  and  St.  Vrain,  in  1572,  and  of  the 
Bisliopric  of  Alby.  He  married  Marguerite  Lolland. 


Children: 

(7)  (i) 

(ii) 

( iii ) 

(iv) 

(v) 
(Vi) 


Nicolas,  born  March  1529 
Jean 
Louis 
Antoinette 
Louis 
Pierre 


rr 

(. 


Nicolas  de  Haul!  Seigneur  de  Lignol  and  de  Cour- 
celles.  Born  March,  1529.  Mayor  of  Troyes  1588- 
1592.  Receiver  of  Taxes  in  1590.  Married,  1st 
Columbe  Serret,  2nd  Louise  Bazin. 

Children: 


(i)  Oolumbe 

(ii)  Nicolas 

(iii)  Anne 

(iv)  Mario  Louise 

(v)  Marguerite 

(vi)  Anne 


8. 


Nicolas  de  Ilault,  Captain  of  Cavalry  on  Flandres, 
married  in  1 05 0  at  Thuin,  Jeanne  Broustin. 

Children : 

(9)  (i)  Guillaume 

(ii)  Henri  de  Ilault,  Avocat  at 
Thuin  in  1000;  married  Catherine 
Monte. 


9.  Guillaume  de  Ilault,  Avocat  au  Conseil  ordinaire 
du  Hoy  en  1074.  Hecevcur  de  la  Prevote  d’Aspres. 
Settled  at  Bouchaine  in  Ilainault.  Married,  at 
Thuin,  7  September  1000,  Marguerite  Thibault, 
who  was  born  2  April  1044.  He  died  in  1095. 

Children : 

(i)  Eugene  Chrestien  de  Hault,  born 
at  Mons,  2  February  1002,  Cure 
de  St.  Souplet.  Bachelor  in 
Theology  at  Lovrain.  Died  15 
October  1 099. 
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(ii)  Marguerite,  born  19  September 
1663;  married  6  December  1685, 
Lambert  YViart. 

(iii)  Jacques  Joseph  de  Hault,  born  3 

August  1666.  Died  young. 

(iv)  Gillaume  Francois,  born  1670. 

(v)  Jacques  Philippe  de  Hault,  born 

1673;  Captain  in  the  Regiment 
of  Talard.  Chevalier  de  St. 
Louis.  Died  unmarried  3  May 
1751. 

(vi)  Florent  Norbert  de  Hault  born  at 

Valenciennes  30  January,  1677. 


10.  Guillaume  Francois  de  Hault,  born  1670.  Director  of 
Postes  Echevin,  and  afterwards  Hereditary  Mayor 
of  Bouchaine  in  1730.  Acquired  the  estate  of  Lassus. 
He  married  1st,  30  March  1696,  Jeanne  Ilyacinthe 
Martinet ;  3d,  ( liarlotte  M  ichello  Taisne  de  Bandayet . 
Children : 

(i)  Guillaume  de  Hault  Signeur  de  la 
Caullevie,  born  at  Bouchaine  in 
1709.  Doctor  and  Professor  of 
Civil  Law  at  Donay  1757-1769. 
Married  Marie  Cecile  Marcotte, 
who  died  3  January  1711,  aged 
32  years.  He  died  13  April  1769. 
They  had  two  children. 

(11)  (ii)  Charles  Philippe,  born  1 8  Novem¬ 
ber  1714. 


11.  Charles  Philippe  de  Hault  de  Lassus,  born  18  No¬ 
vember  1714,  Hereditary  Mayor  of  Bouchaine  and 
member  of  the  King’s  Council,  lie  received  letters 
of  acknowledgment  of  his  nobility  in  December 
1780.  He  married,  at  Valenciennes,  34  February 
1737,  Anne  Marguerite  Joseph  Allot,  daughter  of 
Sicur  Pierre  Charles  Allot  and  Demoiselle  Jeanne 
Marie  Gallet,  his  wife.  Charles  Phillipe  died  June 
1782. 

Children : 


' 
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(i) 

(ii) 


(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 


Pierre  Charles 

Louise  Marie  de  Hault  Megoral, 
born  25  March  1740.  Lieuten¬ 
ant  of  the  regiment  of  Pro¬ 
vence  2)0  November  1754.  Coun¬ 
cillor  of  the  Parliament  of 
of  the  order  of  the  Freres 
M  incurs. 

Jacques  Joseph  de  Hault,  born 
10  February  1741. 

Anne  Yictoric  Amelie  born  23 
September  1  740. 

Pierre  Marie  tics  Hault  de  Prcss- 
ense,  born  7  August,  1753. 
Chief  treasurer  of  war,  and 
quartermaster  at  La  Rochelle, 
lie  became  a  Protestant.  He 
married,  21  March  1702,  Marie 
Henrietta  Perry. 

Child : 

Kdmund  de  Hault  de  Pres- 
sense,  born  17  January 
1824.  Protestant  pastor, 
Doctor  of  Theology,  Mem- 
her  of  the  Institute,  Dep¬ 
uty  and,  afterwards,  Sena- 
ator  in  a  movible.  He 
married  Elio  du  Plessis- 
gouost,  and  died  8  April 
1801. 


Pierre  (diaries  de  Hault  de  Lassus  de  Luzierc,  born 
0  March  1738.  His  employments  and  honors  as 
given  by  his  son  were:  “1.  Maire  Hereditaire  de 
Bouchain;  2,  Suhdelegue  des  finances;  3,  Tresorier 
de  la  Guerre;  4,  Receveur  des  impositions;  5,  Garde 
Magazin  des  Vivres;  6,  Receveur  de  la  regie  general; 
7,  Receveur  des  Fermes,  Conseiller,  Controleur  des 
actes;  8,  Commissaire  de  la  marine;  9,  Chevalier  de 
l’ordre  Royal  de  St.  Michel,”  and  finally  he  was 


■ 

9«r ;S 

j}>  -rail  v r«tJO  .6  ;onhsm  $i  »}>  «»f<iu«iuaa3  ,.l  tor 
wi  m(  vifiim  i  imu  "te*M 


made  treasurer  general  of  t  lie  Province  of  Hainault, 
which  required  him  to  take  up  his  residence  in 
V  alenciennes. 

Another  document  speaks  of  him  as  “Avocat  en 
parlement”  and  “Conseiller  Royal”,  and  still  an¬ 
other  as  Member  of  the  Assembly  of  Nobles  of  Ques- 
noy  in  1789.  lie  married  14  May  1765  the  Dem¬ 
oselle  Domitillc  Joseph,  daughter  of  the  late  Sieur 
Nicolas  Joseph  Dumont,  Seigneur  de  Beaufort  and 
Echevin  of  the  City  of  Bouchain,  and  of  Dame 
Jeanne  Augustine  Breda,  his  wife.  In  August  1790 
M.  de  Luziere  (which  was  the  name  he  ordinarily 
used)  with  his  wife,  his  two  younger  children  and 
four  attendants  (three  men  and  one  woman)  em¬ 
barked  at  Havre  in  the  ship  Lea  Citovenes  de  Paris 
for  Philadelphia.  He  was  one  of  the  French  colon¬ 
ists  at  Gallipoli's.  1 1  is  son  Charles  wrote  that  in 
1794,  he  being  then  in  Madrid  and  an  officer  in  the* 
King’s  guard,  lie  received  a  letter  from  his  father 
announcing  that  he  had  not  been  successful  in  his 
enterprises  in  the  United  States,  and  that  he  had  ex¬ 
pended  all  of  the  funds  which  he  had  taken  with 
him;  that  the  governor  of  Louisiana,  the  Baron  de 
Carondelet,  being  his  countryman  and  the  friend  of 
his  childhood,  ho  had  determined  to  descend  the 
Ohio  and  go  to  visit  him;  that  he  had  done  this,  and 
that  the  governor  had  given  him  permission  to  form 
with  his  family  an  establishment  to  be  called  “New 
Bourbon’’  of  which  In*  was  appointed  commandant. 
M.  de  Luziere,  in  his  petition  tv)  governor  Trudeau 
for  a  grant  of  land  for  lead  mining,  says  that  he 
was  in  New  Orleans  in  Mav  179.4,  and  that  he  arriv¬ 
ed  at  the  Illinois  at  the  site  of  his  intended  settle¬ 
ment,  in  August  1794,  at  which  time  he  was  attack¬ 
ed  by  a  long  enduring  and  cruel  disease.  He  had  en¬ 
gaged  with  Carondelet  to  undertake  to  persuade  the 
French  at  Gallipolis  to  remove  to  his  new  settle¬ 
ment;  he  had  contracted  to  furnish  a  large  amount 
of  lead  for  the  army,  and  he  also  undertook,  in  con¬ 
nection  with  Tardiveau  and  Audrain,  tv)  build  flour 
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mills  in  what  is  now  Missouri  and  to  furnish  flour 


to  Now  Orleans  and  Havana  at  a  loss  rate  than  they 
had  theretofore  been  able  to  purchase  it.  His  ill¬ 
ness  seems  to  have  frustrater  all  these  plans,  for  it 
was  not  until  1797>,  that  he  petitioned  for  and  ob¬ 
tained  a  grant  of  land  upon  which  to  open  lead 
mines. 

In  1798,  he  obtained  a  grant  of  one  hundred  arpens 
of  land  in  the  District  of  Ste.  Genevieve  on  which 
he  established  a  sugar  camp.  Moses  Austin,  who 
visited  him  in  January,  1797,  gives  this  account  of 
his  visit: 


“One  mile  from  Ste.  Genevieve,  down  the  river,  is  a  small 
village  called  New  Bourbon,  of  about  twenty  houses.  At  this 
place,  I  was  introduced  to  the  Chevalier  Pierre  Charles  de 
Hault  de  Lassus,  a  French  nobleman,  formerly  of  the  council 
of  the  King  cf  France.  Chevalier  de  Lassus  told  me  he  had 
an  estate  in  France  of  thirty  thousand  crowns,  but  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  make  his  escape  to  America  and  leave  all,  which 
has  since  been  taken  by  the  present  government.  Madame 
de  Lassus  had  an  estate  of  half  that  sum  per  annum  so  that 
the  yearly  income  ot  the  family,  besides  the  sums  allowed 
him  by  the  King,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  Forty  five  thou¬ 
sand  crowns  per  annum.  Madame  de  Lassus  did  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  support  the  change  of  situation  so  well  as  the 
Chevalier.  I  was  examining  a  large  piece  of  painting  which 
was  in  Madame  de  Lassus*  bed  chamber,  representing  a 
grand  festival  given  by  the  citizens  of  Paris  to  the  Queen 
on  the  birth  of  the  Dauphin,  and  a  parade  of  all  nobles  on 
the  same  occasion.  She  came  to  me,  and  putting  her  finger 
on  the  picture,  pointed  out  a  coach.  “There,”  said  she,  “was 
I  on  that  happy  day.  My  situation  is  now  strangely  chang¬ 
ed.” 


It  is  said  that  M.  dc  Luziere  continued  to  be  com¬ 
mandant  of  New  Bourbon  until  the  transfer  of  the 
country  to  the  United  States.  His  death  occurred 
there  in  December  ISOti.  Madame  de  Lnziere  died 
at  New  Orleans,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  1  .July 
180G. 


Children  (all  born  at  Bouchain): 

(i)  Pierre  Joseph  Domitille  de  Hault 
de  Lassus,  born  19  September 
17(iG;  married  Marie  Joseph 
Gabriclle  Charlotte,  dame  de 


(13) 

(14) 

(15) 

(16) 


Berlaymont,  St.  Souplet.  Dur¬ 
ing'  the  time  of  the  French  Rev¬ 
olution  he  emigrated  with  his 
wife  and  daughter  to  Germany. 
In  1798  M.  de  Luziere  wrote 
that  he  expected  his  son’s  ar¬ 
rival  in  this  country,  but  he 
never  came  to  America. 

Child:  Marguerite  Charlotte, 
born  10  February  1790, 
married  Pierre,  Baron 
Bourguignon  d  ’I  ferh- 

igny. 

(ii)  Charles  Auguste,  born  17  No¬ 

vember  1707. 

(iii)  Jacques  Marcellin  Coran,  horn 

JO  March  1770. 

(iv)  Jeanne  Felicite  Odile,  born  29 

March  1 77J. 

(v)  Philippe  Francois  Camille,  horn 
•  29  December  1  7 7<s. 


Charles  Auguste  de  llault.de  Lassus,  born  17  Novem¬ 
ber  1707.  He  came  to  America  in  the  latter  part  of 
1794;  married  at  New  Orleans  9  March  1811,  Ade- 
leyda  Plena  Feliciana  Martina,  daughter  of  Don 
Gilhcrto  Leonard,  Royal  Conlador.  She  died  I  May 
184J  at  New  Orleans.  This  Charles  de  Ilault  de' 
Lassus  was  the  last  Spanish  Governor  of  Upper 
Louisiana  Territory  and  officiated  at  the  transfer 
of  that  territory  to  the  United  States  in  1804.  It 
was  on  this  date  that  “Representatives  of  France 
and  Spain  and  the  United  States  met  in  St.  Louis 
to  complete  the  transfer  of  Louisiana  Territory  to 
the  U.  S.  Government.  Acting  for  Spain  and  France 
was  Charles  de  Ilault  de  Lassus,  and  acting  for 
France  and  the  United  States  was  (-apt.  Amos  Stod¬ 
dard.  De  Lassus,  a  Frenchman  (one  of  four  sons  of 
Pierre  Charles  de  Ilault  de  Lassus  de  St.  Vrnin  de 
Luziere,  who  came  to  America  from  France  in  1790) 


itwi  r  h 


14. 


was  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  Spanish  Province 
of  Upper  Louisiana.  Stoddard  belonged  to  the 
Artillery  branch  of  the  U.  S.  Army.  The  date  has 
been  called  ‘The  Day  of  the  Three  Flags’.  Although 
for  three  and  a  half  years  France  had  been  nom¬ 
inal  owner  of  the  Louisiana  Territory  by  retroces¬ 
sion  from  Spain,  the  latter  nation  had  remained  in 
formal  possession.  The  United  States  having 
bought  Louisiana  from  France  it  was  necessary  that 
Spain  make  official  transfer  to  France  before  France 
could  turn  it  over  to  the  United  States,  hence  the 
three  flags.  Capt.  Stoddard  was  received  with  cer¬ 
emony  by  Lieutenant  Governor  de  Lassus.  Neces¬ 
sary  exchanges  of  official  communications  between 
these  two  proceeded  the  lowering  and  raising  of 
flags.  De  Lassus  held  written  authority  from  the 
French  Republic  and  the  Kingdom  of  Spain  to 
turn  over  the  Province  to  Stoddard  after  first  de¬ 
claring  it  transferred  to  Prance.” 

Child  of  Charles  Auguste  de  Lassus: 

(17)  Auguste  de  llault,  born  4  July  1813. 

(There  were  two  children  who  died  in 
infancy.) 

Jacques  Marcellin  Coran  de  llault  de  Lassus  de  St. 
Vrain,  born  30  March  1770.  Although  he  was  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  passport  obtained  by  his  lather  in 
1700,  he  remained  in  Europe  and  did  not  come  to 
America  until  1705.  lie;  lived  for  a  short  time  at 
Now  Bourbon  with  his  family  and  then  removed  to 
St.  Louis.  He  had  been  an  officer  in  the  Franch 
Navy,  and  was  given  various  public  employments 
at  St.  Lduis,  including  the  command  of  a  Royal  Gal¬ 
liot  on  the  Mississipp.  He  had  grants  of  ten  thou¬ 
sand  arpents  in  southeast  Missouri,  four  thousand 
arpents  in  northeast  Missouri,  one  for  thirty  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  arpents  and  another  for  nine  hundred 
arpents  in  the  northeast  part  of  what  is  now  frt. 
Louis  County.  He  married  at  St.  Louis,  L>  May  1  <9(5, 
Marie  Felicite,  daughter  of  Louis  Chauvct  Dubreuil 
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and  Suzanne  Santons  (or  Sain  tons)  and  made  his 
home  near  Spanish  Lake  in  St.  Louis  County,  where 
he  died  22  June  1818.  He  was  buried  in  Florissant 
24  June.  Madame  de  St.  Vrain  was  buried  at  Floris¬ 
sant  6  December  1845. 


Children: 

(18) 

(i) 

Charles  Emmanuel,  born  April  4, 
1707. 

(19) 

(H) 

Ceran,.born  May  5,  1802. 

(20) 

(iii) 

Felix  Auguste  Antoine,  born  24 
March,  1700. 

(iv) 

Odillc  Felicite  born  25  June 
1802.  (This  date  must  be  1801. 

Index  to  Church  Register  of 
Baptisms  gives  Feb.  1,  1802  as 
date  of  baptism.)  Buried  at 
Florissant  April,  1810. 


(v) 

% 

Elizabeth,  born  1804;  buried  at 
Florissant  20  October,  1817. 

(vi) 

Caroline  Ysabel,  born  0  Novem¬ 
ber,  1804. 

(21) 

(vii) 

Savinien,  born  14  September 
1 806. 

(22) 

(viii) 

Domitille,  born  5  November, 
1808. 

(23) 

(ix) 

Emma,  born  20  March,  1812. 

(24) 

(x) 

Marcellin,  born  14  October  1815. 

Jeanne  Odile  Felicite  de  ITault  de  Lassus  was  born 
at  Bouchain  in  Ilainault  2.4  March  1774.  She  came 
with  her  parents  to  America  in  1700.  In  1702  or 
1704  she  was  married  at  Pittsburg  to  Pierre  Auguste 
Charles  Bourisgav  Perbignv,  who  was  born  at  Laon 
in  France  about  1708. 

Derbigny  was  a  school  friend  of  de  Luziere’s  eldest 
son,  and  he  emigrated  with  the  family  to  America. 
Ho  came  to  what  is  now  Missouri  in  1704,  and  made 
his  home  at  New  Madrid,  where  he  was  Royal  Li- 
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terpreter,  Captain  of  Militia,  and  was  engaged  in 
business  in  partnership  with  Pierre  Antoine  La 
Forge.  Tie  removed  to  New  Orleans  in  the  summer 
of  1799. 

After  the  transfer  of  the  Country  to  the  United 
States  he  was  a  delegate  from  the  people  of  New 
Orleans  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  in 
conjunction  with  Messrs.  Sauve  and  Destrehan,  to 
ask  that  the  Territory  be  admitted  to  the  Union  as 
a  State.  He  occupied  many  official  positions,  among 
others  that  of  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
Secretary  of  the  Legislative  Council,  member  of  the 
first  State  Legislature,  and  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court..  He  also  collaborated  with  Edward  Living¬ 
ston  and  Lislet  in  the  preparation  of  the  Civil  Code 
of  Louisiana.  In  1 82(5  he  was  elected  governor  of 
the  State,  and  while  governor,  was  killed  G  October 
1829,  by  being  thrown  from  his  carriage. 

“  Dcrbigny,  it  is  said,  united  with  all  the  learning 
and  science  requisite  to  place  him  in  the  front  rank 
of  jurists,  the  sterling  integrity  and  unsullied  honor 
that  made  him  an  ornament  to  the  bench. “ 
Governor  de  Lassus,  who  always  adds  a  word  of 
praise  when  he  writes  of  him,  says,  in  a  letter  to  his 
son,  “Cette  bonne  et  incomparable  famille  de  Der- 
bigny.” 

Children  (date  and  order  of  birth  not  obtained): 

(i)  Charles  Zennon,  “natural  de  Pits 
Bourk  en  la  Provincia  de  Pen 
silvania,  married  2  December 
1813,  Josephine  Eulalie  Le  Bre¬ 
ton,  daughter  of  Don  Bartole- 
me  Lc  Breton,  and  Donna 
Juana  Eulalie  Robin  de  Dog- 

ay.”  The  marriage  was  cele¬ 
brated  by  Pore  Antoine  de  Se- 
della,  whose  words  are  quoted 
above. 
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Marie  Lucia  Amada  (Aimee), 
married  6  April  1820,  4  4  Don 
Henrique  Raphael  Denis,  abo- 
gado  en  esta  capital,  natural 
de  St.  Germain  en  Laye,  hi  jo 
de  Don  Henrique  Denis  y  de 
Donna  Anna  Ilipolita  Luisa 
Royen.”  This  marriage  also 
was  celebrated  by  Pore  An¬ 
toine. 

Marie  Odile,  married  1  July  1824, 
Noel  Bartolome  Le  Breton, 
brother  of  Mrs.  Charles  Der- 
bigny. 

Carlotta  Emilio,  married  4  April 
1825,  George  Legendre,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  San  Domingo. 

Felicite  Lucio,  married  2  July 
1827,  Noel  Bartolome  Le  Bre¬ 
ton,  the  wodovver  of  her  sister. 
Caroline,  died  at  tin*  age  of  fifteen 
years. 

Philippe  Francois  Camille  de  Lassus,  born  20  De¬ 
cember  1778,  came  to  America  with  his  parents  in 
1790,  and  removed  with  them  to  what  is  now  Mis¬ 
souri  (New  Bourbon)  in  1792.  Having  a  knowledge 
of  English,  he  acted  as  interpreter;  lie  commanded 
the  post  in  the  absence  of  liis  father,  and  served  in 
the  army  as  adjutant,  lie  married  at  Ste.  Gen¬ 
evieve,  9  August,  1802,  Mathilde  Valle  Villars.  IK? 
died  in  August,  1812,  and  was  buried  at  Ste.  Gen¬ 
evieve  on  the  fourt  h  of  that  month.  1 1  is  widow 
married  Joseph  Vital  Beauvais. 

Children : 

(i)  Odile,  born  5  October,  1804. 

(ii)  Oeran  Evariste,  born  28  May  1800. 

(iii)  Marie  Louise,  born  7  May  1808. 

(iv)  Leon,  born  12  January  1810. 

(v)  Elie,  born  15  October  1811. 


(ii) 


(iii) 


(iv) 


C 16588 (v) 


(vi) 
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17.  Auguste  de  Hault  de  Lassus,  born  at  New  Orleans 
4  July,  1813;  married  at  New  Orleans  6  January, 
1833,  Marie  Jeanne  Blanque  de  Macarty.  He  lived 
for  a  time  at  New  Orleans,  then  at  his  plantation  in 
St.  Francois  County,  Missouri,  where  he  died  15  Jan¬ 
uary,  1908.  He  was  for  many  years  a  member  of 
Hie  Missouri  Historical  Society.  Mrs.  de  Lassus 
died  in  France  30  March,  1900. 


Children: 

(i)  ( diaries  Auguste,  born  18  Septem¬ 

ber,  1833. 

(ii)  Paul,  born  23  April,  1835,  died 

at  St.  Louis  3  August,  1849. 

(iii)  Auguste,  born  25  November  1830, 

died  in  France. 

(iv)  Finest,  born  1837,  died  1865,  in 

France. 

(v)  Del  phi  ne,  born  28  January  1838. 

(vi)  Placide,  born  28  June  1839. 


18.  Charles  Emmanuel  de  limit  de  Lassus  de  St.  Vrain, 
born  St.  Louis,  1797;  married  Eulalie  Vincent  Bonis, 
daughter  of  Antoine  V  incent  Bonis  and  Marie  Made¬ 
leine  Robert,  who  was  born  13  February  1795.  The 
dates  of  their  deaths  are  not  of  record. 


Children : 

(i)  Marie  Ernelie. 

(ii)  Julie,  born  17  May  1824;  married 

at  St.  Louis,  15  September, 
1852,  Augustus  Fischer. 

(iii)  Charles,  born  10  January  1826, 

baptised  at  Florissant  28  April 
1827. 

(iv)  Samuel  Felix,  born  19  September 

1829. 

(v)  Jacques  Antoine,  baptised  1 1  Sep¬ 
tember,  1831. 


]£).  Ceran  St.  Vrain  was  born  at  the  family  home  at 
Spanish  Lake  in  what  is  now  St.  Louis  County,  May 
5,  1802,  and  died  at  Mora,  New  Mexico,  28  October 
1870.  When  lie  was  about  twenty-one  years  old  he 
embarked  in  the  Santa  Fe  trade,  and  later  became  a 
partner  with  Charles  and  William  Bent,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Bent,  St.  Vrain  &  Co.  The  firm  built 
Fort  Bent  on  the  Arkansas  River,  and  was  the  prin¬ 
cipal  factor  in  the  southwestern  trade  with  the  In¬ 
dians  and  New  Mexicans,  and  extended  their  busi¬ 
ness  into  Mexico.  In  the  books  written  about  the 
Southwest  in  the  early  times  of  the  visits  to  and  set¬ 
tlement  of  the  country  by  t lie  Amricans,  St.  Vrain 
is  a  chif  figure. 

In  Garrard's  Wah-toyah,  under  date  of  1840,  the 
author  says  of  his  company  of  travellers: — 


“It  was  commanded  by  St.  Vrain,  an  old  mountaineer  of 
the  firm  of  Bent,  St.  Vrain  &  Co.,  Indian  and  Mexican  trad¬ 
ers.  The  firm  is  rich,  and  owner  of  several  forts,  of  which 
Bent’s,  or  Port  William,  on  the  Arkansas  river  is  the  prin¬ 
cipal.  Mr.  St.  Vrain  was  a  gentleman  in  the  true  sense  ol' 
the  term,  his  French  descent  imparting  an  exquisite,  in¬ 
definable  degree  of  politeness,  and  combined  with  the  frank¬ 
ness  of  an  ingenuous  mountain  man,  made  him  an  amiable 
fellow  traveller.” 

Another  writer  says  of  him: — 

“He  always  enjoyed  the  respect  of  the  public  under  the 
Mexican  government  as  a  prominent  citizen.  When  New 
Mexico  came  under  the  government  of  the  United  States,  he 
naturally  became  and  was  one  of  the  principal  citizens  in  in¬ 
fluence,  enterprise  and  worth.  He  was  always  ready  when 
duty  called,  and  no  military  services  were  ever  rendered  which 
displayed  more  bravery  and  good  judgment  than  that  dis¬ 
played  by  Colonel  Ceran  St.  Vrain. 

During  the  suppression  of  the  insurrection  in  Taos  in 
January,  1847,  when  at  the  head  of  a  company  of  mountain¬ 
eers  and  merchants  of  Santa  Fe,  he  so  effectively  avenged 
the  death  of  his  friends  and  fellow  citizens;  or  when  at 
the  head  of  a  regiment  of  volunteers  in  18G4,  he  marched 
against  the  combined  Utes  and  Apache  forces,  and  by  the 
practice  of  untiring  strategy  and  perseverance  which  he 
had  acquired  through  many  years  of  experience  in  the  In¬ 
dian  Wars,  added  to  his  courage,  he  subdued  these,  until 
then,  unconquerable  marauders,  that  there  has  reigned  com¬ 
parative  peace  with  them  since  that  memorable  campaign. 

Since  New  Mexico  has  been  a  territory  of  the  United 
Slates  the  name  of  Ceran  St.  Vrain  has  figured  amongst:  the 
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Ceran  St.  Vrain,  partner  of  William  Bent  and  part  owner  of 
Bent’s  fort;  builder  of  Fort  St.  Vrain  on  the  South  Platte  river. 


first  in  all  enterprises  inaugurated  for  the  public  good 
whether  they  were  commercial,  educational  or  political. 
The  high  tone  of  his  character,  his  peacable  and  attract¬ 
ive  courtesies,  his  grand  benevolence  of  heart  attracted  all 
classes  of  men  toward  him.  All  felt  gratification  and  satis¬ 
faction  in  following  him  in  peace  or  in  war.  He  was  as  un¬ 
prejudiced  as  benevolent,  as  gentle  and  good  hearted  as  he 
was  brave  and  maganimous.” 

Colonel  St.  Vrain  married  Louise  Branch  at  Mora, 
New  Mexico. 

Children : 

Vicente 

Felix 

Felicite 


20.  Felix  Auguste  Antoine  St.  Vrain,  born  at  Spanish 
Lake  25  March  1799;  married  at  Ste.  Genevieve  50 
October  1822,  Marie  Pauline  Gregoire.  Mrs.  St.  Vrain 
was  the  daughter  of  (diaries  Cyril  Gregoire  and 
Marie  Member,  and  was  born  at  Philadelphia  29 
September  1805.  Felix  St  Vrain  lived  at  St.  Charles 
and  Kaskaskia  and  in  1850  was  appointed  Indian 
Agent  to  succeed  Thomas  Forsythe.  His  labors 
among  the  Indians — the  Saukees  and  Foxes — were 
highly  appreciated  by  them,  and  they  showed  great 
respect  and  liking  for  him.  But  at  the  outbreak  of 
the  Black  Hawk  War,  St.  Vrain  was  killed  by  a 
party  of  the  Saukees  under  the  command  of  Little 
Bear  who  had  previously  adopted  St.  Vrain  as  his 
brother.  The  Indians  cut  off  the  hands  and  feet  of  St. 
Vrain  and  took  out  his  heart  which  was  cut  up  and 
passed  in  pieces  to  the  braves  to  eat,  that  they  might 
take  pride  in  the  fact  that  they  had  eaten  of  the 
heart  of  one  of  the  bravest  of  Americans.  St. 
VraiiPs  death  was  deplored  the  country  over  be¬ 
cause  of  his  unusual  character  and  his  great  reputa¬ 
tion  for  good  deeds  all  his  life  long.  Mrs.  St.  Vrain 
married,  2d,  January  12,  1856,  Jacques  Hoffman, 
and  3d,  January  23,  1855,  Sebastian  Ziegler,  both 
marriages  taking  place  at  Ste.  Genevieve,  where  she 
died  26  March  1876. 


. 


Children : 


(i)  Marie  Felicite,  born  16  August 


(ii) 

(iii) 


(iv) 

(v) 


born  27  Aiurust 


Julie  Emile,  born  11  June  1825. 
Emma  Angelique,  born  24  June 
1826,  died  in  1834. 

Felix  Auguste  1 
Francoise  f ' 

1829,  died  in  early  youth. 

Savanien  St.  Vrain,  born  at  Spanish  Lake  13  Sep¬ 
tember  1806.  When  he  was  eighteen  years  old  he 
went  to  Kaskaskia  to  engage  in  business  with  his 
brother  Felix,  and  was  one  of  the  body  of  young  men 
who  formed  a  guard  of  honor  for  Lafayette  when 
he  visited  Kaskaskia  in  1826.  He  afterward  went 
to  Fredericktown,  Missouri,  thence  to  St.  Louis,  and 
in  1829  returned  to  Kaskaskia  where,  and  at  Ches¬ 
ter,  Illinois,  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life4.  In 
1846  lie  was  elected  Treasure  of  Randolph  County; 
in  1850  he  was  elected  sheriff  and  reelected  to  the 
same  office  in  1852  and  1856;  in  1860  he  was  elected 
Circuit  Clerk,  which  office  he  held  by  reelect  ion  for 
sixteen  years.  “lie  was,  through  the  twenty-four 
years  of  his  official  life,  faithful  to  every  trust”,  and 
died  22  July  1879,  greatly  honored  and  lamented. 
Mr.  St.  Vrain  married,  1st,  24  February  1830,  at 
Kaskaskia,  Francoise  Virginie  Menard,  a  member 
of  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  families  in  t lie  his¬ 
tory  of  the  West.  She  died  in  1853,  and  he  mar  ried, 
2d,  on  8  February  1857,  Virginia  Guthrie,  who  sur¬ 
vived  him. 


Children : 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 


(iv) 


Jacques. 

Edward,  born  5  April  1833. 
Josephine,  bom  11  February  1835, 
married  G.  F.  Entler,  died  29 
March  1861  at  St.  Louis. 
Francois  Pierre,  born  26  Febru¬ 
ary  1837.. 


■ 


■ 


(V) 

(Vi) 

(vii) 

(viii) 

(ix) 

(x) 


Joanne  Theodule,  born  3  January 
1 839. 

William,  born  25  April  1841,  died 
1891  unmarried. 

Louis  Zacharie,  born  1G  April 
1847. 

Mario  Julie  Eelicite,  born  15  May 
1850,  married  7  August  18G9,  at 
St.  Louis,  Lilbourn  P.  Perry. 

Marie  Rosemond,  born  10  Novem¬ 
ber  1857,  married  E.  E.  Cole. 

Coran  Savinien,  born  November 
4,  1861,  married  10  October, 
1883,  at  Chester,  Illinois,  Mary 
Robins  Ray.  lie  died  1 1  Octo¬ 
ber  1890. 
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Domitille  St.  Yrain,  born  at  Spanish  Lake,  5  Novem¬ 
ber  1808;  married,  1st  28  April  1834,  Nancy,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Yrincent  Carico  of  St.  Louis  County;  married, 
2d,  26  September  1860,  Mary,  daughter  of  Jabez 
W  arner  of  St.  Louis,  widow  of  Henry  Gimblin. 
Domitille  St.  Wain  died  15  December  1867. 


Children: 

(i) 

(ii) 

(Hi) 

(iv) 


(v) 

(vi) 

(vii) 
(viii) 


John,  born  31  March  1835. 
Benedict  Marcellin,  born  30  July 
1836. 

Augustus  de  Hault. 

Eelicite  11.  married  George- 
Washington  Ebaugh  of  St. 
Louis  ( bounty. 

James  Richard,  died  unmarried. 
Benjamin  Scott. 

Emanuel  C.,  born  1862. 

Charles  Leon,  born  1866. 


23.  Emma  de  Hault  de  Lassus  St.  Vrain,  born  29  March 
1812;  married  14  January  1834,  at  St.  Louis,  Auguste 
Ereinon  de  Lauriere. 
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Marcellin  St.  Vrain,  born  October  14,  1815  at  Span¬ 
ish  Lake,  St.  Louis  County,  Missouri;  was  a  student 
at  St.  Louis  University  entering  in  1830.  In  early 
life  he  went  AVest  to  join  bis  older  brother,  Ceran, 
and  was  for  a  few  years  in  charge  of  Fort  St.  Vrain, 
one  of  the  trading  posts  of  Bent,  St.  Vrain  &  Co., 
located  a  few  miles  northwest  of  the  present  town 
of  Platteville,  Colorado.  The  following  story  is  tak¬ 
en  from  “Kit  Carson  Days”  by  E.  L.  Sabin: 


“Fremont  (General  John  C.  Fremont)  and  his  squad  were 
entertained  at  Fort  St.  Vrain  by  amiable  Marcellin  St. 
Vrain,  the  Bent-St.  Vrain  agent  there,  in  1845.  Marcellin 
St.  Vrain,  younuger  than  George  Bent  and  Kit  Carson,  was 
the  youngest  son  of  Jacques  Marcellin  Ceran  de  Haut  de 
Lassus  de  St.  Vrain  and  Marie  Felicite  Dubreuil;  was  put  in 
school  in  the  present  St.  Louis  University  in  1830;  joined 
his  brother  in  the  ’30s  in  the  plains  trade,  commanded  a 
company  train  in  1837.  He  was  later  put  in  charge  of  Fort 
St.  Vrain  and  was  also  made  a  “Captain  of  the  Caravan” 
from  Bent’s  Fort.  He  was  livelier,  more  slender  and  hand¬ 
somer  than  his  brother  Ceran.” 


In  1840  Marcellin  married  ail  Indian  maiden  named 
Koval  (Red)  sister  of  Red  Cloud  a  Chief  of  the  tribe 
of  Ogalalla  Sioux  Indians. 


Children: 

(i)  Felix,  born  June  17,  1842,  at  Fort 
St.  Vrain  in  Colorado,  enlisted 
in  the  Confederate  Army  at  t lie- 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  was 
captured  by  the  enemy  and  died 
-  in  an  army  prison  in  1804,  un¬ 
married. 

(25)  (ii)  Charles,  born  October  17,  1844. 

(20)  (iii)  Mary  Louise,  born  March  9,  1848. 
Some  time  during  1847  or  ’48,  Marcellin  engaged  in 
a  friendly  wrestling  match  with  a  young  Indian 
brave  in  which  the  latter  suffered  an  injury  which 
resulted  in  his  death.  It  seems  the  friends  of  the 
young  Indian  did  not  look  upon  this  as  an  accident 
and  became  so  aroused  and  threatening  that  Mar- 
ccllin  was  advised  by  his  brother  Ceran  and  tin* 
Bent  brothers  to  leave  the  territory,  lie  followed 
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their  advice,  returning*  to  the  home  of  his  father  in 
Missouri.  Some  time  later,  however,  lie  returned  to 
New  Mexico,  where  he  had  left  his  wife  and  child¬ 
ren,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  them  back  with  him 
to  Missouri.  This  must  have  been  around  1848  or 
’49,  as  the  second  son,  (diaries,  was  able  in  later  life 
to  recall  incidents  of  that  trip  (such  as  riding  at 
night  on  horseback  in  front  of  his  father,  with  his 
brother  Felix  behind)  so  he  must  have  been  four  or 
live  years  old  at  the  time.  With  no  positive  infor¬ 
mation  at  hand  at  this  late  date,  it  is  presumed  that 
some  sort  of  arrangement  was  made  and  agreement 
reached  with  his  wife,  who  kept  the  young  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mary  Louise,  and  that  Indian  custom  with  re- 
gard  to  separation  and  dissolution  of  the  marriage 
was  satisfied,  as  the  Indian  wife,  Royal,  later  mar¬ 
ried  William  A.  Bransford,  an  assistant  to  Colonel 

/ 

Ceran  St.  Vrain.  Of  Bransford  all  that  is  known  is 
that,  like  so  many  adventurous  youth  of  that  time, 
left  his  home  in  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  arrived  in 
St.  Louis  at  a  time  when  some  of  the  wagon  trains  of 
Bent,  St.  Vrain  &  Oo.  were  being  loaded  and  man¬ 
ned  for  the  long  journey  to  the  Indian  country,  that 
he  joined  up  with  them  and  came  to  New  Mexico. 
There  were  seven  children  born  to  the  Bransfords: 
Alexander,  Virginia,  Annie,  Amelie,  William, 
Oliarlcs  and  Jefferson,  born  in  Taos  and  Mora,  New 
Mexico  and  Trinidad,  Colorado.  All  have  passed 
away  except  Jefferson  who,  up  to  1940,  was  living 
in  El  Paso,  Texas.  The  only  other  known  descend¬ 
ants  still  living  (1942)  are  two  daughters  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  a  son  of  Alexander. 

After  his  return  to  Missouri,  Marccllin  married 
Elizabeth  Jane  Murphy,  June  20,  1849,  at  Floris¬ 
sant,  Missouri,  and  soon  thereafter  moved  to  Ralls 
County,  Missouri,  and  built  the  first  flour  mill  in 
that  county.  Tie  continued  to  operate  this  mill  until 
his  death  March  4,  1871.  ITe  is  buried  at  Salem 
churchyard,  a  few  miles  from  the  present  town  of 
Center,  Missouri.  Mrs.  St.  Vrain  died  December  4, 
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1  880,  and  buried  at  Salem. 

Children,  all  born  in  Ralls,  County,  Mis¬ 
souri  : 


(27) 

(i) 

• 

(ii) 

(28) 

(in) 

(29) 

(iv) 

(v) 

(30) 

(vi) 

(31) 

(vii) 

(32) 

(viii) 

(33) 

(ix) 

(34) 

(x) 

Isadora,  born  November  21,  1851. 

Teresa  Emma,  born  July  1,  1854, 
died  April,  1873. 

Eugene  William,  born  March  7, 
1 856. 

Maria  Eelicite,  born  May  10,  1858. 

Sarah  Helen,  born  April  18,  1800, 
died  July,  1862. 

Celess,  born  April  15,  1863. 

Leona  Ann,  born  August  31,  1865. 

Paul  Augustus,  born  March  16, 

1 868. 

James  Marcellin,  born  June  6, 
1871  (twin). 

Elizabeth  Zelena,  born  June  6, 
1871  (twin). 


Charles  St.  Vrain,  born  at  Fort  St.  Vrain  in  Colo¬ 
rado,  October  17,  1844.  About  1849  he,  with  his 
brother  Felix  were  brought  from  New  Mexico  to 
Missouri  where  they  were  brought  up  with  the  other 
children  in  the  new  home.  Charles  married  Mary 
Jane  Cope  on  October  19,  1871,  at  Vandalia,  Mis¬ 
souri.  He  continued  to  assist  his  father  in  the  oper¬ 
ation  of  the  flour  mill  until  liis  father’s  death,  and 
for  a  year  or  so  afterward  when  the  mill  was  sold. 
In  1890  he  moved  with  his  family  to  Sopris,  Colo¬ 
rado,  where  liis  wife  died  May  23,  1921.  After  that 
he  lived  with  his  youngest  daughter  in  Albuquerque, 
New  Mexico,  and  his  son  in  Hastings,  Colorado,  un¬ 
til  his  death  February  19,  1935,  at  ninety  years  of 
age  and  buried  at  Trinidad,  Colorado.  Charles  St. 
Vrain  served  the  last  year  of  the  Civil  War  with 
Company  E  Thirty  Ninetli  Missouri  Infantry,  and 
was  discharged  at  St.  Louis  June  16,  1865. 

Children: 

(i) 


Daisy  Lillian,  born  August  17, 
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1872,  died  August,  1904. 


(ii) 

Mary  Myrtle,  born  October  3, 
1874,  died  September,  1898. 

(35) 

(iii) 

Tessie  Da  villa,  born  January  10, 
1877. 

(30) 

(iv) 

Charles  Jefferson,  born  October 
22,1883. 

(v) 

Harold  Cope,  born  August  24, 
1886,  died  Aug.  15,  1887. 

(37) 

(vi) 

Maude  Gwynn,  born  April  3, 1894. 

20.  Mary  Louise  St.  Vrain,  born  March  9,  1848;  married 
(1st)  John  Skelley  in  Mora,  New  Mexico  in  18G7. 
Children: 

(38)  (i)  William  Robert,  born  November 

.  18,  1869. 

(39)  (ii)  Cora,  born  May  1,  1872. 

Mary  St.  Vrain  Skelley  later  married  B.  B.  Sopris 
in  Trinidad,  Colorado;  died  in  Denver  on  February 
14,  1917. 

27.  Isadora  St.  Vrain,  born  November  21,  1851;  married 
in  Oklahoma. 

Children : 

March  18  1875,  John  Stephen  Baker;  died  in  1923, 

(i)  William  Thomas  Marcellin,  born 

July  25,  1876. 

(ii)  Tda  May,  born  February  2,  1878. 

(iii)  diaries  Washington,  born  Feb¬ 

ruary  10,  1880. 

(iv)  Josephine  Leona,  born  February 

1 6,  1883. 

(v)  Dora  Celess,  born  February  10, 

1885. 

(vi)  Maria  Addie,  born  July  22,  1887. 

(vii)  John  Stephen,  Jr.,  born  June  27, 

1 889. 

(viii)  James  Augustus,  born  December 
25,  1892. 

(ix)  Alvin  Lee,  born  March  16,  1895. 
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Eugene  William  St.  Vrain,  born  March  7,  1856;  mar¬ 
ried  (1st)  Emma  Cowan  in  Ashley,  Missouri  June 
1884. 

Child: 

(40)  Mary  Eulalic,  born  June  3,  1886. 

William  St.  Vrain  married  (2d)  Francis  Dowell  at 
New  London,  Missouri,  Feb.  16,  1914;  died  at  Madi¬ 
son  vi  lie,  Missouri  September  18,  1929. 

Child  of  William  and  Francis  St.  Vrain: 

Paul  Marcellin,  born  January 
1917. 
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Maria  Felicite  St.  Vrain,  born  May  10,  1858;  married 
Henry  B.  Webb  May  2M,  1878  in  Ralls  County,  Mis¬ 
souri;  died  March  1,  1926;  buried  at  Madisonville, 
Missouri. 

Children: 

(42)  (i)  Laura  Belle,  born  February  21, 

1 879. 

(43)  (ii)  Mary  Cclcss,  born  July  17,  1880. 

(44)  (iii)  Arthur  Sexton,  born  October  5, 

•  1885. 

(iv)  Bertha,  born  April  17,  1894;  died 
August  29,  1912. 

Celess  St.  Vrain,  born  April  15,  186M;  married  Jan¬ 
uary  2M,  1878  James  C.  Piercoall  of  Monroe  County, 
Missouri;  died  September  8,  1941;  buried  at  Salem 
beside  her  husband  who  died  in  1921. 

Child: 

(45)  Ruby  lone,  born  December  MO, 

1901. 

Leona  Ann  St.  Vrain,  born  August  Ml,  1865;  married 
Frank  T.  Leach  in  188M  in  Monroe  County;  died  in 
March  188!);  buried  at  Florida,  Missouri. 

Children: 

(i)  Loretta  May,  born  September 
1885;  married  Calvin  Davis  in 
Hannibal,  Missouri  December 
1905. 
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(ii)  Grace  Beulah,  born  October  G, 
1887. 


Paul  Augustus  St.  Vrain,  born  March  16,  1868;  mar¬ 
ried  June  1,  1898  Angeline  Matilda  Jackman,  who 
was  born  February  2,  1872  on  a  farm  in  Monroe 
County,  Missouri.  Pier  father,  Joshua  Duncan  Jack- 
man,  bad  been  a  country  school  teacher  for  many 
years;  her  mother  was  Aurelia  Hunt  Jackman. 
When  Angie  was  about  five  years  of  age  her  par¬ 
ents,  with  their  live  children,  three  girls  and  two 
boys,  moved  to  Mexico.  All  her  formal  education 
was  acquired  in  the  public  school  at  Mexico,  from 
which  she  graduated  in  1889  as  valedictorian  of  her 
class.  For  the  next  nine  years,  until  her  marriage, 
she  was  secretary  to  Colonal  Robert  M.  White,  edi¬ 
tor  of  the  Mexico  Ledger.  She  died  August  5,  1939, 
at  Kirksville  and  lies  buried  at  Mexico. 

Children  of  Paul  and  Angeline  St.  Vrain: 

(i)  Marco  11  in,  born  July  6,  1902;  died 

January  15,  1904. 

(47)  (ii)  Wallace  Eugene,  born  January 

1 5,  1 905. 

(48)  (iii)  Paul  Augustus,  Jr.,  born  June  5, 

1909. 


James  Marcellin  St.  Vrain,  born  June  6,  1871 ;  marri¬ 
ed  Fannie  E.  Barnes  of  Butte,  Montana,  in  1900; 
died  June  12,  1939,  at  Butte,  and  is  buried  there.  For 
several  years  he  was  a  professional  base  ball  player, 


with  Tacoma  and  Seattle  in  the  Pacific  Coast 
League,  Chicago  in  the  National  League,  and 

Memphis  in  the  Southern  League,  being  a  left  hand¬ 
ed  pitcher. 


Elizabeth  Zelena  St.  Vrain,  born  June  6,  1871  (a 
twin  of  James  M.);  married  Frank  T.  Leach  (wid¬ 
ower  of  her  sister  Leona)  December  24,  1895;  died 
in  February,  1899,  at  Rocheport,  Missouri. 
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Children: 


(i)  Oleta  Pearl,  born  in  October,  1 89G, 

died  in  1909. 

(ii)  Ora,  born  February,  1899,  died  in 

August,  1899. 


Tessa  Davilla  St.  Vrain,  born  January  10,  1877; 
married  Ilrris  F.  Teeple  October  7,  1900,  at  Sopris, 
Colorado;  died  June  18,  1942,  at  Salinas,  California. 

Children: 


(49) 

(i) 

(H) 

(50) 

(iii) 

(51) 

(iv) 

Pose  Winifred,  born  September  1, 
1902. 

Mary  Frances,  born  September 
20,  1904,  died  July  18,  1916. 
Jessica  Louise,  born  September 
16,  1907. 

Ilrris  St.  Vrain,  born  December 
28,  1909. 


Charles  Jefferson  St.  Vrain,  born  October  22,  1888, 
in  Pike  County,  Missouri;  married  Winifred  Scott 
in  Colorado  August  29,  1912. 


Children: 

(i)  Hazel,  born  November  20,  1914. 

(ii)  Ilyman,  born  March  14,  1916. 

(iii)  Thelma,  born  May  14,  1919. 

(iv)  Paul,  born  November  25,  1921. 

(v)  Charles,  born  November  18,  1927. 


Maude  Gwynn  St.  Vrain,  born  April  2,  1894;  marri¬ 
ed  James  Brooks  Jones  March  24,  1914  in  Sopris, 
Colorado. 

Children: 

(i)  Sara  Fima,  born  September  27, 
1915. 

(ii)  James  Brooks,  Jr.,  born  June  7, 

1917. 

(iii)  Charlotte  St.  Vrain,  born  Septem¬ 

ber  15,  1921. 

(iv)  Mary  Elisabeth,  born  September 

1  ()',  1 922. 
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(v)  Preston  St.  Vrain,  boiii  April  7, 

1 936. 

William  Robert  Skelley,  born  November  18,  18G9; 
after  the  death  of  his  father  and  his  mother’s  mar¬ 
riage  to  E.  B.  Sopris  of  Trinidad,  Colorado,  his 
name,  and  also  that  of  his  sister  Cora,  was  changed 
to  Sopris.  He  was  educated  in  the  Parochial  and 
public  schools  of  Trinidad,  later  attended  Denver 
University  and  Columbia  College,  New  York  (now 
Columbia  University)  graduating  in  1892  with  the 
degree  of  LL  B;  practiced  law  in  Trinidad  for  a  few 
years  and  was  elected  for  one  term  in  the  Colorado 
State  Legislature.  In  1898  he  went  to  Washington 
and  entered  Government  service  and  was  sent  to 
Cuba  in  charge  of  Military  Postal  Station  No.  15  at 
Pinar  del  Rio,  later  transferred  to  the  Department 
of  Posts  as  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Division  of  Special 
Agents  (Inspector);  in  1906  lie  was  transferred  to 
Puerto  Rico  where  he  served  in  the  Postal  Inspect¬ 
ors’  Office,  and  later  in  the  Justice  Department  un¬ 
til  1933,  when  he  retired  and  returned  to  Washing¬ 
ton.  August  5,  1895  he  married  Edith  L.  Freeman 
in  Denver. 

Children: 

(52)  (i) 


(53)  (ii) 


William  St.  Vrain,  born  January 
29,  1897. 

Bobley  Freeman,  born  February 
10,  1902. 

Cora  Skelley,  born  May  1,  1872.  Her  name,  with 
that  of  her  brother,  was  changed  to  Sopris  after  the 
marriage  of  her  mother  to  E.  B.  Sopris;  attended 
the  public  and  Parochial  schools  in  Trinidad,  Col¬ 
orado,  and  later  the  New  England  Conservatory  of 
Music  in  Boston;  married  (1)  W.  L.  Scott  in  Trini¬ 
dad  in  May  1893,  from  whom  she  was  divorced  in 
1898. 

Child: 

Albert,  born  in  1895. 

In  1901  Cora  Scott  married  Joseph  Wiggenhorn  in 


Denver,  where  she  resided  until  her  death  May  5, 
1931.  After  her  death  the  child,  Albert,  was  adopt¬ 
ed  by  his  Sopris  grandparents  and  his  name  changed 
to  Sopris.  Albeit  died  in  Los  Angeles,  California 
in  1935. 

40.  Mary  Eulalia  St.  Vrain,  born  June  3,  1886,  in  the 
village  of  Ashley,  Missouri;  married  October  1, 
1908  Ernest  Warner  of  Pike  County,  Missouri;  died 
April  25,  1935  in  Ashley  and  is  buried  there. 

Child : 

(54)  William  Clements,  born  July  16, 

1909. 

42.  Laura  Belle  Webb,  born  duly  17, 1879;  married  Isaac 
W.  Cox  of  Kails  County,  Missouri;  died  in  1938  at 
Vandalia. 

Child : 

(55)  Margie  Marie,  born  March  29, 

1907. 

43.  Mary  Cclcss  Webb,  born  July  17,  1880;  married  Guy 
Rector  of  Kails  County,  Missouri  in  1906;  died  in 
March  1940. 

Children: 

(56)  (i)  Marcellin  Monroe,  born  August 

29,  1907. 

(57)  (ii)  Gladys  Caroline,  born  March  15, 

1911. 

44.  Arthur  Sexton  Webb,  born  October  5,  1885;  married 
Ruby  Hendrix  of  Kalis  County  February  19,  1913. 

Children: 

(58)  (i)  Clela  Clorenc,  born  November  21, 

1913. 

(ii)  Mildred  Bernice,  born  November 
7,  1919. 

(iii)  Donnie  Ruth,  born  September  12, 
1924;  married  Clarence  Peery, 
August  30,  1943. 

(iv)  Sylvia  Mae,  born  August  13,  1926. 


(59) 


•i  Uitb  t 


45.  Ruby  lone  Pierceall,  born  December  30,  1901  in 
Monroe  County,  Missouri  married  Warren  Griggs 
of  Ralls  County,  Missouri  August  "28,  1921. 

Children : 

(i)  Everett  Warren,  born  August  10, 

1923. 

(ii)  Helen  Louise,  born  November  28, 


47. 


(iii)  Norma  Jean,  born  March  22, 1929. 

(iv)  Joe  Edwin,  born  December  15, 

1931. 

4G.  Grace  Beulah  Leach,  born  October  G,  1887;  married 
February  24,  190G  Russell  Hague  in  Oklahoma. 


Children 

l: 

(i) 

Raymond 

1907. 

E.,  born  September 

(GO) 

(ii) 

Donald  St. 
29,  1910. 

Vrain,  born  August 

(Cl) 

i 

(iii) 

Loretta  Kutli,  horn  March  25, 
1!)15. 

(62) 

(iv) 

Vera,  born 

December  29,  191G. 

Wallace  Eugene  St.  Vrain,  born  January  15,  1905  in 
Mexico,  Missouri;  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Mexico,  Seattle,  Washington  and  Ontario,  Cali¬ 
fornia,  and  Missouri  University.  His  hirst  employ- 
ployment  was  with  General  Electric  Company, 
Schenectady,  New  York,  in  radio  work,  later  was 
with  the  Aeolian  Company  St.  Louis,  and  with  Chi¬ 
cago  &  Southern  Air  Lines  at  Memphis,  Tennessee, 
and  KM  OX  Broadcasting  Station  as  Transmission 
Engineer;  married  April  15,  193(5  Mary  Ola  Fores¬ 
ter,  daughter  of  Berton  and  Mary  Forester  of  Web¬ 
ster  Groves,  Missouri,  who  was  born  in  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  September  4,  1911,  and  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Webster  Groves,  Missouri. 

Child: 


Mary  Angeline,  horn  July  23,  1940. 


- 


48.  Paul  Augustus  St.  Vraiu,  Jr.,  born  June  5,  1909  in 
Mexico,  Missouri;  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Mexico,  Seattle,  Washington,  Ontario,  California; 
attended  Central  College  at  Fayette,  Missouri  two 
years,  and  University  of  Missouri  College  of  En¬ 
gineering,  graduating  from  the  latter  institution  in 
1982;  for  eight  years  was  an  accountant  for  a  chain 
grocery  company  in  Kirksville,  Missouri.  In  1942 
lie  took  a  position  with  the  War  Department  at 
Aberdeen  Proving  Grounds,  Aberdeen,  Maryland 
and  in  August  of  that  year  was  granted  a  commis¬ 
sion  of  2d  Lieutenant  in  the  U.  S.  Army,  and  pro¬ 
moted  to  1st  Lieutenant  in  February,  1943;  married 
Sept.  5,  1942,  at  Havre  de  Grace,  Maryland  to 
Beulah  Lee  Moore,  daughter  of  Mrs.  Cora  Rambo 
Moore  of  near  Havre  de  Grace  and  t he  late  Milton 
Floyd  Moore.  Beulah  Lee  More  was  born  July  4, 
1907,  at  Abingdon,  Virginia;  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Abingdon,  Ya.,  Big  Timber,  Montana, 
Sparks,  Maryland  and  New  Freedom,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania;  also  attended  Marion  Women’s  College, 
Marion,  Virginia,  Foxcroft  School,  Middleburg,  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  Johns  Hopkins  University  in  Baltimore; 
was  employed  in  Washington,  1).  C.  for  nine  years 
by  t  ho  Capitol  Employment  Office,  and  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Post,  for  three  years  in  Philadelphia  by  the 
Curtis  Publishing  Company.  In  September  1940 
employed  by  the  War  Department  at  Aberdeen 
Proving  Grounds,  Maryland. 

49.  Rose  Winifred  Teeple,  born  September  1,  1902;  mar¬ 
ried  Hobart  Arcliibalt  Lowrey  November  12,  1929, 
in  Salinas,  California. 

Children: 

(i)  Patricia  Josephine,  born  October 
81,  1930. 

•  (ii)  Hobart  Archibald,  Jr.,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  22,  1930. 

90.  Jessica  Louise  Teeple,  born  September  10,  1907; 
married  Samuel  Solomon  Stephens  March  20,  1923 
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in  Dawson,  Now  Mexico. 

Children: 

(i)  William  Freeman,  born  Septem¬ 
ber  26,  1926. 

(ii)  Richard  Coleman,  born  October 

27,  1928. 

(iii)  Mary  Louise,  born  October  26, 

1 930. 

51.  Harris  St.  Vrain  Teeplc,  born  October  28,  1909;  mar¬ 
ried  Marian  Dale  Van  Doran. 

Children: 

(i)  Harris  Clay. 

(ii)  Barbara  Elizabeth. 

52.  William  St.  Vrain  Sopris,  born  January  28,  1897  in 
Trinidad,  Colorado;  married  (1)  Carmen  McClure 
May  5,  1916,  in  Sheridan,  Wyoming. 

Children: 

(i)  Vivian  Eileen,  born  June  6,  1917. 

(ii)  Shirley  Colleen,  born  April  29, 

1922. 

William  and  Carmen  Sopris  were  divorced  in 
in  1932,  and  in  September  1939  William  married 
Lorraine  Lake. 


53. 


Robley  Freeman  Sopris,  born  February  10,  1902; 
married  Elizabeth  Reese  of  La  Fayette,  Colorado  in 
1 928. 


54.  William  Clements  Warner,  born  July  16,  1909;  mar¬ 
ried  Kathleen  Morris  January  6,  1936  in  Ashley, 
Missouri. 


55.  Margie  Marie  Cox,  born  March  29,  1907;  married 
Harold  Mabry  of  Vamlalia,  Missouri  September  1, 
1928. 

Child: 

Sharon,  born  December  22,  1933. 

56.  Marcellin  Monroe  Rector,  born  August  29,  1907; 
married  Beatrice  Riley  December  24,  1938. 
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Child: 


Guy  Riley,  born  February  14, 
1940. 

57.  Gladys  Caroline  Rector,  born  March  15,  1911;  mar¬ 
ried  Harold  Emroy  Walkup  April  23,  1933,  in  Cen¬ 
ter,  Missouri. 

58.  Clela  Clorene  W  ebb,  born  November  21,  1913,  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  public  school  of  Center,  Missouri  and 
Northeast  Missouri  State  Teachers  College,  Kirks- 
vi lie,  graduating  from  the  latter  institution  in  1939 
with  the  degree  of  B.  S.  in  Education;  married  Ralph 
Earl  St.  John  March  21,  1942. 

59.  Mildred  Bernice  Webb,  born  November  7,  1919;  mar¬ 
ried  John  Edward  Lyons  August  12,  1937. 

Children: 

(i)  Shirley  Jeannette,  born  April  5, 
1 938. 

(ii)  Judith  Darlinc,  born  November 
25,  1940. 

00.  Donald  St.  Vrain  Hague,  born  August  29,  1910;  mar¬ 
ried  Daisy  Mae  Murphy  May  14,  1932  in  Perry, 
Missouri. 

Children: 

(i)  Donald  Eugene,  born  August  7, 
1 935. 

(ii)  James  Ronald,  born  July  17,  1938. 

01.  Loretta  Ruth  Hague,  born  March  25,  1915,  married 
Eamon  T.  Epperson  of  Ralls  County,  Missouri. 

Children: 

(i)  Edward  Russell,  born  April  9, 

1937. 

(ii)  Kenneth  Lee,  born  February  1942. 

02.  Vera  Hague,  born  December  30,  1917;  married  John 
Paul  Bezirium  January  13,  1940. 

Child: 

Sandra  Je  an,  Born  April  12,  1941. 

Karon  Sue,  born  August  1943. 
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